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“Your action and support of Green Corps plants the seeds for a
stronger environmental movement for years to come.”

GOOD TRAINING CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Energy and enthusiasm are a potent combination, and there’s no better place to find them
than in young idealists.

Even so, most newly minted environmental activists quickly discover that energy and
enthusiasm on their own are rarely enough to overcome the barriers to positive environmental
action. You also need experience. Good training can provide a bridge to the benefits of that
experience.

'That’s why The Public Interest Network founded Green Corps in 1992. Over more than
three decades, we have taught more than 400 aspiring environmental organizers the most
effective ways to recruit volunteers and allies; organize actions and events; nudge supportive
decision-makers in the right direction or make reluctant decision-makers feel the heat;
turn all of these strategies, tactics and tasks into a campaign; and run campaigns in ways
that build organizations capable of running more and better campaigns in the future.

'This training enables each new class of Green Corps organizers to make a near-immediate
difference on environmental campaigns. Your action and support of Green Corps helps
make that difference, and plants the seeds for a stronger environmental movement for years
to come. Thank you.

i

Doug Phelps
Chair, Green Corps Board



LETTER TO OUR MEMBERS

2022 proved to be another eventful year at Green Corps and across the
environmental movement. The federal government made record-breaking
investments in renewable energy and established new national monuments,
while states took steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and curb the
production and use of single-use plastics. At Green Corps, the Class of 2022
ran campaigns to reduce e-waste and to protect rooftop solar in California. The
Class of 2023 then launched their organizing careers with efforts to protect the
Arctic from fossil fuel development, expand wildlife corridors in Pennsylvania,
and safeguard pollinators from toxic pesticides in Colorado.

Our team showed up every day to do the challenging yet rewarding work
required to protect our planet, and recruited thousands of people to act with
them. In a rapidly changing world, the value of organizing for environmental
progress remains constant. As always, thank you for your support, which makes
our work possible.

Renee Wellman

Executive Director

Green Corps Class of 2023
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YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION:
THE ONGOING FIGHT TO SAVE THE ARCTIC

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is
internationally known for its beauty and
ecological importance, including the 45
resident species of land and marine mammals
that call it home. Millions of migratory birds
travel to the refuge from all 50 states and six
continents. Its Porcupine caribou herd is one
of the largest caribou herds in North America
and is a critical part of both the region's fragile
ecosystem and the culture and sustenance of

the Gwich’in people.

For decades, there have been attempts to drill
for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Drilling would be devastating, as heavy
equipment would scar the fragile tundra,
pipelines would disrupt caribou calving
grounds, and the burning of additional fossil
tuels would further destabilize the climate in
a place that is already experiencing above-
average temperature change in recent years.
In January 2021, the Trump administration
held a lease sale to allow companies to
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purchase leases and the right to drill in the
Refuge. Despite decades of campaign work to
instate permanent protections and the Biden
administration’s actions to temporarily delay
drilling in the Arctic Refuge, the 1.5-million-
acre coastal plain remains vulnerable to fossil
tuel development.

Fortunately, there are other avenues available
to prevent drilling in the Refuge. Fossil fuel
development requires significant money and
resources, and if that is not available, harmful
development cannot take place. More than
two dozen banks have issued policies against
financing drilling in the Arctic Refuge. As of
August 2022, 14 international insurers had
committed to not doing business with oil and
gas companies in the Arctic Refuge. However,
three of the U.S.’s largest insurers, Chubb, The
Hartford and Travelers Insurance, had not yet
made this commitment.




After the Green Corps Class of 2023 wrapped
up their introductory August training, the
Arctic Refuge Defense Campaign broughtona
team of Green Corps organizers to build public
support in the backyards of these companies’
headquartersin Hartford, Connecticut,and the
New York City metro area. They recruited and
trained student leaders to educate their peers
about this issue before organizing volunteer
meetings and days of action to build needed
visibility. Our team mobilized thousands of
Connecticut and New Jersey residents to sign
petitions, take photo petitions, place calls to
company headquarters, and more. Students at
UConn Hartford passed a resolution through
their Undergraduate Student Government
supporting the protection of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge from oil and gas

activities.

During the fall campaign, the team generated
10 media hits,signed on 78 local businesses and
organizations to support letters, and delivered
more than 100,000 petition signatures to
the corporate headquarters of Chubb and
Travelers Insurance in the final weeks of the
effort.

In November, our Hartford organizers
recruited more than 50 students and
community members to a rally in front
of 'Travelers Insurance headquarters in
Hartford. Carrying copies of the firm's iconic
red umbrella, they called on the insurance
company to make the same commitment as
their industry competitors and take a stand
to protect this critical place. As of the end of
2022, the team remained hopeful that these
companies will make this commitment in the

year ahead.

POWER FROM THE GRASSROOTS

(Page 3 left) Sam Cowles leads a march in Hartford,
Conn., where more than 50 students and residents
delivered thousands of petition signatures to Travelers
Insurance headquarters, calling on the company to

commit not to finance drilling in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

(Page 3 right) Green Corps participated in an action
with the Arctic Refuge Defense Campaign coalition
partners calling on Chubb to commit not to insure

fossil fuel drilling operations.

(Left) Connecticut students meet to plan next steps
on the campaign in September 2022.
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YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION:

Movements of Bria
2014 - 2018
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PROTECTING PENNSYLVANIA WILDLIFE

Across America, we're losing wildlife habitat at
an alarming rate. Every minute, the U.S. loses two
tootball fields worth of forest, meadow, grassland,
desert, beachfront, riverside or wetland. This
problem is exacerbated by the remaining nature
being increasingly compromised and fragmented
by roads, suburbanization, fossil fuel infrastructure
development and more.!

In 2022, three Green Corps organizers partnered
with PennEnvironment to protect wildlife in
Pennsylvania through the creation of wildlife
corridors. Wildlife corridors allow wildlife to safely
move and migrate between habitats. Corridors
can include projects like highway over- and
underpasses, strips of woodlands or wildflowers, or
culverts to allow amphibians and fish to pass under
roads.

Our organizers advocated for the state government
to study the gaps and opportunities for wildlife
corridors across the commonwealth. We collected

petition signatures and hosted letter-to-the-
editor writing parties to generate more visibility
for this issue. Organizers reached out to local
elected officials, including city council members
and county commissioners, as well as hunting and
fishing organizations, to demonstrate widespread
support for this commonsense idea and the benefits
wildlife corridors could provide. More than 150
elected officials, recreation groups and outdoor
outfitter businesses signed on in support.

'The team also hosted an online panel to educate
dozens of Pennsylanians and highlight the work
already happening in-state and regionally to
protect wildlife such as birds and elk. At the end
of March, the Pennsylvania House Transportation
Committee brought the resolution up for a vote.
After three years of organizing, this resolution
passed through the first hurdle of the state
Legislature. While more work remains, the
connections created by Green Corps organizers
will strengthen ongoing local conservation efforts.



YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION:
SAVING THE BEES IN COLORADO

Starting in the fall of 2022, Green Corps
partnered with Environment Colorado to save
the bees.? Colorado has the fifth-highest level
of bee diversity in the United States—but
bees are dying at alarming rates due to habitat
loss, climate change, and the overuse of toxic
pesticides, including a class of pesticides
called neonicotinoids. One of the easiest ways
to save the bees is to stop the consumer sale
of neonicotinoids which inhibit bees’ ability to

find food.

Beginning in 2022, more than 1,200
Coloradans added their names to the
campaign petition calling on state legislators
to stop the sale of neonicotinoids to the
general public. Many more participated in
campaign actions at the Denver Botanic
Gardens, concerts and a “Irick or Seeding”
event in Boulder in October. This Halloween-

1 https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML0707/ML070730105.pdf

2 https://beesneeds.colorado.edu/introtonativebees.html
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themed event featured University of Colorado
students distributing native wildflower seeds
to Boulder residents while asking them to
sign the campaign petition. One hundred and
forty-one businesses, farms, beekeepers and
health professionals also voiced their support
for the campaign, and the team generated
letters to the editor in Denver, Boulder and
Glenwood Springs newspapers.

After building undeniable public support,
the team hosted a press conference outside
of the Colorado state capitol building before
volunteers delivered the petition signatures and
coalition letters to Colorado elected officials
inside in advance of the 2023 legislative
session. Colorado has the opportunity to lead
the Mountain West while joining other states,
including Maryland and Maine, in taking this

straightforward step to save the bees.

Volunteers get ready to
deliver thousands of
petition and coalition
signatures at the
Colorado State Capitol
in November 2022.



YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION: GREEN CORPS ALUMNI
PUT THEIR SKILLS TO WORK
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After a decade working with Clean Water
Action in New England, Roger relocated to
Japan and now serves as Japan Director for
Mighty Earth. His work, in close coordination
with allies from Tokyo to Dhaka to Melbourne,
contributed to the cancellation of a massive
coal plant in Bangladesh in April 2022. This
cancellation marked the end of Japan’s new
overseas coal power plant development.

However, Japanese utilities are resisting the
transition away from coal and looking to
prolong the life of coal plants by also burning
wood. With millions of tons of wood pellets
imported from British Columbia and the
southeastern U.S., Roger worked with Green
Corps graduates from organizations including
Dogwood Alliance to ensure the voices of
impacted communities in North America are

heard in the halls of power in Tokyo.

W0 Ashley Shaeffer Yildiz

Ashley Shaeffer Yildiz has dedicated her
career to reducing the environmental impact
of industrial food systems. She joined Friends
of the Earth to design and execute a new
international climate and agriculture finance
program. Using finance as a lever to pressure
agribusiness to reduce its climate impact and
other social and ecological harms, she leads the
Stop Financing Factory Farming campaign
targeting the World Bank and leading
regional development banks. In coordination
with international partners, she designs and
implements hard-hitting campaign strategies
aimed at pressuring international financial
institutions to strengthen their policies and
criteria for lending, exclude the worst animal
agribusiness actors from their portfolios, and
shift their investments toward smaller-scale,
diversified, agroecological production systems.



Charley Olena works as the Vice President of Advocacy
for the Voting Rights Lab. Charley sets the strategy
and manages the implementation of state legislative
campaigns in 22 states to advance pro-voter policy reforms
and end America’s legacy of felony disenfranchisement,
while combating denialism and misinformation that has
become central to the voting rights debate in recent years.

After a year of Green Corps training plus stints as a
Green Corps lead organizer and assistant organizing
director, Charley became New Era Colorado’s Advocacy
Director before joining Voting Rights Lab in 2019 to
expand the footprint of her impact on democracy issues.
Since joining VRL, Charley has won expansions of voter
access in Kentucky, Connecticut, Michigan, Washington,
Missouri, Arizona and New York. Charley uses the skills
she learned with Green Corps as she helps the Voting
Rights Lab’s directors organize state legislatures, growing
and managing state and national coalitions, shaping press
narratives, informing messaging and more.




OUR SPONSORS

We extend a grateful thanks to the following donors who supported Green Corps, Inc. and/or Green
Corps Campaigns, Inc., in 2022. Names in italics are monthly supporters.

Development Committee | $5,000 or more: Catherine Bock | Ed Brody and Dena Feldstein | Glenn and Amanda Hurowitz
| Nick Josefowitz and Tali Rapaport | Jeff Lawrence | Jeffrey Mayersohn | Douglas H. Phelps | Marjorie Roswell | Rob
Sedgwick | Andrew Sharpless | Melissa Waage | Amy Wolf

Patrons | $1,000 - $4,999: James Abernathy | Anna Aurilio | James Berka and Laurie Colacurico | Wes Callender |
Catherine De Young | Daniel and Bunny Gabel | Peter Gollon | Marina and Tim Gu | Peter Kelley | Kathleen and Trieste
Lockwood | Lisa McDonald | Sue Milch | Richard Mott and Deborah Short | Bob and Caryn Musil | Bill and Melinda
Nussey | Teri Olle and John Comerford | Nancy Pettengill | Susanna Porte | Mary Rafferty and J.R. Tolbert | Adam
Ruben | Wilton Sanders | Gregory Shenstone | Tom Steinbach | Valerie Tarico and Brian Arbogast | Charles Wellman |
Timothy and Curtis Wellman | Tom Williard and Lisa Bell-Williard | Anne Wright and Eric Segal

Partners | $500 - $999: Lisa Archer | Peter Behnke | James Bierman | Josh Buswell-Charkow | John D'Avolio | Justin
Dawe | Bernadette Del Chiaro and Steven Blackledge | Emily Delaney | Ellen Fred | Eileen and Daniel Friedman | Jere
Gibber and J.G. Harrington | Olga Grlic | Jacob Harold and Carolyn Sufrin | Joann and Isaac Held | Ward Henderson

| Donna Hirsch | Liz Hitchcock | Marika Holmgren | Arch Horst | David Hunkins | Alex Kaplan | Frances and Michael
Kieschnick | Rick Kirkpatrick | Sarah and Frederick Landenwitsch | Nancy E. Landgren and Robert Clark | John and
Barbara Lee | Laura and Don Lefkowits | Kent Lewandowski | Lawrence Litvak and June Cooperman | Penny Milliken
| James and Mia Moore | Susan Morrow | Steve Murchie and Michelle Nabors | Melanie Nutter | David O'Leary | Susan
Pondish | Douglas Rubinson | Karen Shultz-Goodkin and Doug Goodkin | Theodore Steck | Lally Stowell | 7im Telleen-
Lawton | Jeff Vanderbilt | Ellen Williams | Ethan Witkovsky

FOUNDATION AND PARTNER SUPPORT

Training the next generations Flora Family Foundation

of environmental organizers Lawrence Foundation

. : Passport Foundation
Help train future generations of ) ;
environmental organizers by including a Repair Preservation Group
gift to Green Corps in your will, trust or Rockefeller Brothers Fund

retirement accounts.

Sarah Forslund Fund fm‘ Environmental Leadersbip

For information, call 1-800-842-7299, or Seattle-Sonoran Foundation
email: plannedgiving@greencorps.org.

Seadream Family Foundation
Sedgwick-Torelli Family Fund
The New-Land Foundation, Inc.
The Woodtiger Fund

Weeden Foundation
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GREEN CORPS ADVISORY BOARD

Peter Colavito — Social and Economic Justice Leaders Project David Orr — Oberlin College

Bernadette Del Chiaro®— California Solar and Storage Douglas H. Phelps* — The Public Interest Network
Association Mary Rafferty”— Virginia Conservation Network

Lois Gibbs — Center for Health, Environment & Justice Justin Ruben — ParentsTvogether

Randall Hayes — Foundation Earth Leslie Samuelrich® — Green Century Capital Management
Denis Hayes — The Bullitt Foundation Heather Smith — Seven Strategies

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. — Riverkeeper Wendy Wendlandt™ — The Public Interest Network

* Member, Board of Directors
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